
Y2 Thinking like a Musician 

Learning to play the Recorder 
 

Key Knowledge  

The recorder is a musical instrument that is a type of 
flute. It is shaped like a tube with one end bigger than the 
other end. In Europe people started to play the recorder 
in medieval Ɵmes. The recorder was oŌen used by musi-

cians to sound like bird songs. Purcell, Bach and Vivaldi all 
wrote music for the recorder.   

· Hand PosiƟon: The leŌ hand is always on 
top (closest to the mouth), and the right hand is on 
the boƩom, regardless of whether you are right or 

leŌ-handed. 

· Finger Placement: Use the pads of your fingers, 
not the Ɵps, to cover the holes, keeping fingers 

slightly curved and relaxed. 

· Breath Intensity: The recorder requires a gentle, 
steady, and warm stream of air. 

 

By the end of this unit I will be able to: 

· Hold the recorder correctly 

· Play the notes B, A and G 

· Play a simple tune 

· Be able to play a note correctly for the  
correct length of Ɵme 


