
Y5 Thinking like a scientist 

Properties of Materials 

Key Knowledge: 

 Material—is a substance that objects are made out 
from such as wood, metal or plastic.  

 Physical properties— are the features that can be 
observed or measured. 

 Transparent— to let light pass through so you can see 
clearly through them. 

 Electrical conductor—is a material that allows elec-
tricity to pass through it. 

 Magnetic— materials that are attracted to magnets.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why do we use different materials for different jobs? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Questions 

How can I identify and explore the properties  

of materials?  

 

 

What are thermal conductors and thermal  

insulators?  

 

 

How can we test the hardness of materials? 

 

 

 

What are the properties of materials that are 
soluble in water?  

  

 

 

How can we test solubility of different materials?  

 

 

 

How can we separate different mixtures?  

 

 

What else do I know? 

 

 

 

 


