
Y6 Thinking like an artist 

Printmaking:  

Printmaking is a process in art. A design, usually a picture or 
words, is made on a surface and then copied or printed onto 
another surface.  
 
History of Printing: 
Printmaking dates all the way back to the Stone Age! It was 
developed in China from 100AD when paper was invented.  
The Bible was the first book to be printed. Today, it is used 
all around us—to create our clothes, books and in art.  
 
Techniques:  
Printmaking uses a range of techniques including relief 
(block) printing, monoprinting and etching. Each technique 
gives a slightly different artistic impression.  

Learning Questions 

What is printmaking? 

 

 

 

Why is printmaking used?  

 

 

 

Name an artist that uses printmaking  

 

 

Tell me about a technique you have 
used in your own work  

 

 
 
 

 

 

Printing An artistic process where a design is made on a surface 

Matrix The first surface that is used when creating a print 

Relief A technique that allows a print to be repeated by creating 
a design on a surface and then stamping that onto paper 

Monoprint A technique where a print can only be produced once 

Palette The range of colours used in a particular artwork 

Contrast The difference between shades or tints that makes 
 elements in artwork stand out 

Proportion The relationship in size between one thing and another 


