
Y6 Thinking like a scientist 

The Mayans 

Key Knowledge: 

 The Maya developed an advanced number sys-
tem for their time. They were one of only two 
cultures in the world to develop the concept of 
zero as a placeholder.  

 The Maya people mainly ate maize (corn). 
Maize was important to them as they believed 
that the first humans were made from maize 
dough by the gods.  

 The Maya made a bitter chocolatey drink from 
cacao beans. It was used for medicines and in 
ceremonies. The cacao beans were highly valued 
and used as a form of money 

 The Maya believed in many gods and goddesses. 
They thought that the gods/goddesses had a 
good side and a bad side and that they could 
help or hurt them. The Maya people would 
dance, sing and make offerings to the gods/
goddesses. Maya priests were believed to be 
able to communicate directly with the gods/

Learning Questions 

Where did the Maya live? 

 

 

How did the Mayans live? 

 

 

Why was farming important to 
the Mayans? 

 

 

What did the Mayans believe? 

 

 

 

What did the Mayans achieve? 

 

 

 

What else do you know? 

 

Cacao beans 

Mayan numbers 


